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three weeks. An English ladyl who married Don Lorenzo
Sforza-Cesarim Duca di Segni, etc, (they were the grand*
parents of the present Duke Lorenzo,) made the journey
with post-horses in the autumn of 1837; and described it
in detaiho the present writer a few years ago, incidentally
mentioning that, between London and Rome, it was neces-
sary to pass in and out of the Pontifical States no less than
five times, with the usual custom-house inconveniences.
What then would the journey have been in 1799, when
France, internally distracted, was inimical to all and sun-
dry, especially to England and England's friends! Further
the journey from Vienna to Venice occupied a fortnight,
as may be seen from the dates of succeeding letters on
a later page. These considerations are necessary to explain
the fact that three months elapsed before Cardinal Borgia
was able to acknowledge Sir John Coxe Hippisley's reply;
for, during those three months, the journey—the long
journey—had to be made twice over by the courier, going
and returning; which would leave little time for action
beween.
It is curious to think that these events occurred only a
hundred years ago; and that this intimate view of the pri-
vate and secret history of the last royal Stewart, and the,
1 From the annual register, 1837, p. 147. "mi Sept. 1837. At
the private chapel of the rt. rev. the bishop Griffiths, (Vicar-Apos-
tolic of the London District) Caroline Shirley, only daughter of
Robert Sewallis Shirley, Viscount Tamworth, to Don Lorenzo
Sforza, Duca Sforsa, only son of the. late Don Francisco Sforsa,
Duca Sforsa, of Rome."
(There is a slight inaccuracy in this notice. Duke Lorenzo should
be, described as only surviving son of Don Francisco, note as only
son; for Don Francisco's elder son, Don Salvatore, died xix May
1832; and Don Francisco's daughter Donna Anna, wife to Don
Marino Torlonia, egregiously failed, before the Tribunal of the
Ruota, to dispossess her younger brother the aforesaid Don Lorenzo,
the legitimate son, born on the night between xvii and xviii of
March 1807, to the aforesaid Don Francisco Sforza-Cesarini, by his
•wife the Duchess Geltruda de' Conti, This hideous law-suit was the
excitement of all Rome at the time.)

